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Amabhl and the Night Visitors is the first opera commissioned
especially for television, and was premiered by the NBC

Television Opera Theatre in New York City on December 24,

[951.

SETTING

The interior and front yard of a hut where Amahl and his

mother live
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NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR
Composer Gian Carlo Menotti wrote the following about Amahl
and the Night Visitors:

“This is an opera for children because it tries to recapture my
own childhood. You see, when | was a Child, | lived in Italy, and
in Italy we have no Santa Claus. | suppose that Santa Claus is
much too busy with American children to be able to handle
Italian children as well. Our gifts were brought to us by the
Three Kings, instead.”

Menotti drew on his childhood memories to create this beloved
opera, which to me has always captured the essence of what Christ-
mas is really all about. As you watch this performance, reflect on
these words sung between the kings and Amahl’s mother and the
profound message of the image of Christ found in an impoverished
little boy:

Have you seen a Child the color of wheat, the color of dawn? His eyes are
mild, His hands are those of a King, as King he was born. Incense, myrrh,
and gold we bring to His side, And the Eastern Star is our guide.

Have you seen a Child the color of earth, the color of thorn? His eyes are
sad, His hands are those of the poor, as poor He was born. Incense,
myrrh, and gold we bring to His side, And the Eastern Star is our guide.

Yes, | know a child...The child | know on his palm holds my heart. He’s
my child, my son, my darling, my own, and his name is Amahl.

—Matthew Schloneger




