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Director’s Note:
Welcome to the wild and wonderful world of the spelling bee! Who would have
thought a spelling bee could be this funny or fraught with mishaps?

The painful hilarity of the middle-school condition is about to be laid bare, so get
ready. While our own middle school years might not invite the fondest recollection,
Barfee, Olive, Marcy, Logainne, Chip and Leaf draw us into this world with enough
charm to be more than tolerable. But while the spellers at the bee reveal what is
timeless about this stage of life, they also give a glimpse of the particular challenges
of today’s adolescent: non-traditional family structures, absent parents and the pres-
sure to over-achieve. As we witness the bravery of these youths, may we be remind-
ed of both the fragility and strength of the human condition. And if we recognize
ourselves in the spellers, may we learn to accept our eccentricities as heartily as we
do the champions on stage.

—Enjoy the show!
Laura Kraybill

A 15-minute intermission will take place between Acts I and II.

Please turn off all cell phones (including texting) and pagers,
and refrain from using cameras.
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