
Hesston College Academic Information for Parents 
 

As parents, you are an important part of your student’s experience at Hesston, even though you may be separated 

geographically for a time.  Here is information that will be of use to you throughout the year and will help you stay 

connected to your student’s academic pursuits. 
 

2014-2015 Academic Calendar 
  Fall Spring 

Classes Begin Aug 18 Mon Jan 7 Wed 

Midterm - after last class Oct 8 Wed Feb 27 Fri 

Reading Day (and Mon Eve Exams) Dec 4 Thurs May 1 Fri 

Final Exams  Dec 5-9 Fri-Tues May 4-7 Mon-Thurs 

Semester Ends Dec 9 Tues May 7 Thurs 

Semester Breaks (no classes) Oct 9-10 Thurs-Fri Mar 9-13 Mon-Fri 

  Nov 27-28 Thurs-Fri Apr 3 Good Friday 

Commencement Ceremonies No fall ceremonies May 10 Sun 9am 

Summer 2015 Session - May 11 to July 24 

   

2014-2015 Final Exam Schedule 
Fall Semester 2014  Spring Semester 2015 
Regular Time   Final Exam Time Regular Time Final Exam Time 

8:00      M W F Fri Dec 5 10:00-11:50  8:00 M W F Mon May 4 10:00-11:50 

9:00      M W F Mon Dec 8  10:00-11:50  9:00 M W F Tues May 5 10:00-11:50 

10:00    M W F Tues Dec 9  10:00-11:50 10:00 M W F Thurs May 7 10:00-11:50 

11:40    M W F Sat Dec 6 10:00-11:50 11:40 M W F Wed May 6 10:00-11:50 

1:00      M W F Fri Dec 5     1:00-2:50  1:00 M W F Mon May 4     1:00-2:50 

2:00      M W F Mon Dec 8     1:00-2:50  2:00 M W F Tues May 5     1:00-2:50 

3:00      M W F Tues Dec 9     1:00-2:50  3:00 M W F Wed May 6     1:00-2:50 

4:00      M W F Sat Dec 6     8:00-9:50  4:00 M W F Thurs May 7     1:00-2:50 

8:00/8:30   T R Mon Dec 8     8:00-9:50 8:00/8:30  T R Tues May 5     8:00-9:50 

10:00         T R Tues Dec 9     8:00-9:50 10:00  T R Wed May 6     8:00-9:50 

11:00         T R Fri Dec 5     8:00-9:50 11:00  T R Thurs May 7     8:00-9:50 

12:30         T R Mon Dec 8     3:00-4:50 12:30  T R Tues May 5     3:00-4:50 

1:30/2:00   T R Tues Dec 9     3:00-4:50 1:30/2:00  T R Wed May 6     3:00-4:50 

3:00           T R Fri Dec 5     3:00-4:50  3:00  T R Mon May 4     3:00-4:50 
 

Final Exam Notes 

1. Evening classes follow the regular schedule during final exam week. 

2. All exams are given in the regularly scheduled classrooms. 

3. For “arranged” classes the instructor and student arrange the final exam. 

4. Early exams are administered only in unusual situations.  The fee for taking a final exam at a time other than that listed above is 

$50.00 for each exam. 

5. Any student who has four exams in one day may petition the Registrar to reschedule one exam at no fee. 
 

Release of Grades and Other Student Information 
Hesston College seeks to protect student information as required by The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 

1974 (FERPA).  This law gives the student control over the release of information about them.  If you want to view 

midterm and final grades, your student must give you permission to access the parent portal at my.hesston.edu.  This 

permission also gives you the freedom to visit with your student’s advisor and instructors about academic progress.  

Hesston College no longer mails paper grade reports to students or their parents/guardians. 

 



Advising 
Each student is assigned to a faculty member for academic advising.  The assignment is made primarily on the basis of 

the student’s program of study, though other factors are considered too.  The advisor can help your student: 

 understand academic requirements and expectations 

 assist in registration and make registration changes 

 develop realistic goals and plan a program of study that is consistent with his or her abilities and interests 

 identify special needs and interests and locate helpful campus resources 

 interpret grades and suggest appropriate changes in study habits 

 connect with transfer colleges and universities 

 

There are designated times when students are required to see their advisors, but advisors are available throughout the 

year and do welcome student contacts.  Parents are also invited to contact their student’s advisor at any time if the 

student has given permission through my.hesston.edu.  Ask your student for the name of her or his advisor and for 

contact information. 

 

Registration Changes 
All registration changes are made in consultation with the student’s advisor.  In general, a student may drop a course 

without it showing on his or her permanent record during the first week of an 8-week course and during the first two 

weeks of a full semester course.  A student may drop a course with a grade of W (no penalty, but the course does 

remain on the record) during the first five weeks of an 8-week course and during the first 10 weeks of a full semester 

course.  Any late addition to the student’s schedule should be made during the first week of the term. 

 

Course Syllabi 
Your student will receive a syllabus in each of his or her courses.  It provides important details about the course 

instructor and his or her office hours, course content and objectives, requirements and grading practices, major 

assignments, and more.  Encourage your student to keep these valuable documents available and to refer to them 

regularly. 

 

Transfer Concerns 
Students and parents alike often have concerns about the transferability of Hesston College courses to other colleges 

and universities.  Rest assured that the college is regionally accredited and that courses successfully completed at 

Hesston do transfer readily.  An important issue to consider, though, is whether or not the student is taking courses 

that fit the degree requirements of the transfer school.  Nearly all problems can be avoided by planning ahead with the 

transfer school and by following the curriculum suggested at Hesston for transfer bound students.   

      

Academic Assistance 
Academic assistance is available free of charge to all students through the ACCESS Program located in Smith Center.  

The center serves as a quiet space for individual study.  Open tutoring is available in the evening hours.  Deb Roth, 

ACCESS Program Director, can assist students with test-taking skills, writing assignments, long-term projects, reading 

comprehension, and with adjusting to college-level academic work in general.  Deb should also be contacted regarding 

documented disabilities that may require special accommodations.  Heidi Hochstetler (ACCESS faculty) will arrange 

individual tutoring and group study sessions at the request of either students or instructors. 

  

College Catalog and Class Schedule 
The college catalog contains information about academic policies and procedures, degrees offered and graduation 

requirements, plans of study for many different majors, descriptions of available courses, and a host of other topics.  

The latest catalog is posted on the college web site at www.hesston.edu.  Look for the link under “Academics.”  You 

can also learn more about the schedule of courses there.  Look under “Academics” for “2014-15 Course Schedule”. 

 
 

For more information you may contact Brent Yoder, Registrar, at (620) 327-8204 or brenty@hesston.edu. 

http://www.hesston.edu/
mailto:brenty@hesston.edu

